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UnderstandingPlumb PlatinumSolders
Remember how much better plmb gotd sold€rs are when compared to those low karat "r€pan" sold€rs? Well, now you have the same
advantage available to you in platinun sold€rs. Did you know that most 1500 and even 1600 or 1700 platinum solders contajr 25%
platinum or less? Some have none at all.I'llbet you would not use 6kt solder in goldlWhy us€ a tow ptatinum solder when you can have
plumb solder al a safe working tenp€rature l Keep those customers happy with plumb I

How to us€ the Plumb Plalinum Solders
Tlis solderrequir€s no flux. We foundthis soldermuslnotbe used like oneusesSoldsolde. By that I mean thatth;ssolder is fairly viscous,
unlike gold €asy fl ow solders. The newplatinum solder stays close to the joint.

Allreports ofdiscolorationhave beenrelated to heating the solderbefore lhejoinlis soldered. Do notheatthissolderintoa ball fo.usewilh
a solderpick. Plac€ the clippedsolderinoronthe assernblyjornl. Wilh sizing there is no problcnr as long as you have enough tension ir th€
jointtohold the slic€ ofsolde. One importantadvantagelothe new solderis the superiorcolormatchatthe lowerflows. This allows one to
meltthe solder all the way tlfough a shank withoutfearofmeltingthe ring shank itself.

PI-E is90%Pt, and 10%alloy, andflows inthe i 3 00C mnge-Our "easy flow" solder. As the name implies this is our "easy flow" solder
rhat is "plumb"Game contentas the intendedjewelry) toall lhe90%Pt/10% Iror Ru orwhatever.lts coloris closestto 90/l0ofcourse.

PT-M is 92.5% platinum. The way to increase the flow temperatufe was to increase the platinum. This material flows in the 1400C range.
Thk is our"m€diumflow" solder. lts color works wiih anykindofplarinumjewelrybut is only truly"plumb" to 90/l0j€weiry.

PT-H is 95% platinum. The highest flow anong lhe new solders. it flows at 1500Corabit less. We call it the"hard flow" soldet despile the
fact rhat its flow temperature is hundreds below the flow ofordinary casting platinum.lt is plumb ' or better to all platinum jewelry. An
ironic twistto lhis formula.... ftmay be a bil wbiler lhan 90/ l0 jewelry. In cerrain ilenrs lhis canbe atr rssue.

Easy, Mediunl andHard is one way to lookatfte solders. Another is to simply go by lhe Pt contenl and match whalever you are working
on.Thalis ideal for color, andworks fin€ wh€n you only need one flow todoa repair.This solder is the closest color match simply due to
natching th€ platinum content.. Scienlific testing may show that our flow temps are a bil oft Th€ tests we findmost valuable are those
p€rfomedbyjewelers atthen benches.Afterall, those are rcality based. Scientific tests have hugevalue, but canbe misleading to apply at
the bench. Many theorelical advances in merailugy havenotworkedaswell as indicatedby ihe tests.

The physical strength ofthrs solder is very high. Like any solder the strength depends on the quaLity olthe surlaces and the technique used
by thejeweler one will notic€ the solder sheets themselves are quite hard and springy. That is because they get so work hardened during
manufacnrre. The soLderwj1]not "polishout" leaving a seam.lnrare instances,lik€ whenthe newly solderedjoint cools very slowly, some
"ridging 'can be found. A1l ofthe nows indicated are determined by comparison melts, not scientific analysis. Howevet time and again
real world testing has proved the validiry ofn€w p.oducts.

Plumb solder works wellon allcornmon platinun alloys. Thal includes Iridium. rutheniun, p3lladium, cobali and copper. Apossible
exception nmy be the new lower flow tempemtu.e platioum's such as Hoover & Strongs heat teatable plalinum. By the wayjust like
plmb platinm solder that is a trademark product. Due to the low melt oflhese casting and fabricating melals, the usual spread
between the hosl platiium and our solder is reduced.

By the way, I want to point out rhat all high temp soldeN have a poteDtial problem Dith some platinum alloys'Simply based on the
relatively Iow m€lt tempemtufe.


